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Chen, Dongdong (5% %

ChatGPT: A Potential Assistant for Teaching Chinese as a Second Language
Dongdong Chen



Abstract: The emergence of ChatGPT, an effective artificial intelligence text modeling
program, has sparked discussions about its potential impact on education. But what is
ChatGPT exactly, and how does it work? Can it be a potential teaching assistant for
Chinese language instructors, and what are the implications of its integration into
the classroom? In this presentation, I will explore these questions and examine the
challenges and opportunities of utilizing ChatGPT technology to teach Chinese as a
second language. My goal is to draw attention to this innovative technology and showcase

its potential applications for both language teachers and learners.

Presenter Bio: Dongdong Chen received her Ph.D. in Linguistics from McGill University.
She is a Professor and Director of Chinese Program at the Department of Languages,
Literatures and Cultures, Seton Hall University. She has published on linguistics,
second language acquisition, Chinese language teaching pedagogy, and technology—
assisted Chinese teaching. Currently, she is working on a monograph Digital Humanities,

Computer—Assisted Language Learning and Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language.
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Du, Jialu #£33%, Li, Shujing ZXR &

Multimodal Learning in K-12 Mandarin Classrooms
Jialu Du, Shujing Li

WX E: Multimodal learning suggests that learners can acquire new knowledge and skills
more effectively when different sensory modalities, including visual, aural,
reading/writing, and kinesthetic, are involved in the learning process. With rapid
technological change and increased diversity in our population, teaching our students to
understand multiliteracies and multimodal texts has become ever—-relevant and important.
Implementing multimodal learning in Chinese classrooms helps personalize lessons
according to students’ learning styles to optimize their learning experiences and apply
language skills in real-life situations. It can engage students’ motivation and improve
language learning efficiency. The session will explore how to
facilitate multimodal learning both for younger learners and secondary students.
Attendees will be presented with hands—on pedagogical ideas of a variety of modes and

teaching practices related to multimodality in the Chinese classroom.



REAFA: Jialu Du is a secondary Mandarin teacher at Dwight School. Originally from
China, Jialu has been teaching Chinese professionally since 2014. She earned a Bachelor’s
in Teaching of Chinese Language to Foreigners from Huagiao University in China and a
Master’s of Secondary Education from Brandeis University, as well as a State License in
Secondary Chinese Education. Currently, Jialu is also earning an advanced Master’ s in
Curriculum and Teaching from Columbia University. Prior to Dwight, she taught Chinese in
India, Myanmar, China, and other <cities 1in the ©US. Her research interests

include multimodal learning and international education.

Shujing Li graduated from Montclair State University with a BA in Linguistics and a K-12
certificate in TESOL. She also has an M. Ed. in Integrated Curriculum. This year is Shujing s
11th—anniversary teaching at Dwight School, an IB World School. She has rich experiences
in pre-k to fifth—grade Chinese language education, and her strengths are incorporating
interdisciplinary teaching and multimodal learning techniques in Mandarin classrooms. In
addition to classroom teaching, Shujing is passionate about writing children’s books and

songs to support young learners’ Chinese language acquisition and cultural competence
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Guo, Wei 5546

Creating a Highly Engaged Chinese Classroom through Music and Movement

Wei Guo

Abstract: This interactive session provides the audience with concrete strategies that
focus on the use of music and movement to create a highly engaged Chinese classroom
for both the teacher and learners. The techniques presented have been proven to help
students across all levels of proficiency to reduce their stress, develop their
communication skills, and ignite their passion for learning Chinese language and
culture. Participants will be invited to join scaffolded activities to do raps, sing
pop songs, classic Chinese songs, and even dance a bit. Attendees will leave with new
ideas, hands—on examples, and step—-by—step protocols on how to immediately implement

music and movement into their next lesson.

Presenter Bio: Wei Guo holds an MA in Teaching Foreign Language and TESOL from New York
University, an MA in English translation from Beijing International Studies University,
and a BA in English Language and Literature from Central China Normal University. Wei
lives in New York, NY and has taught Mandarin Chinese at a number of schools, including
Millbrook School, Riverdale Country School, the High School for Dual Language and Asian
Studies, Washington Yu YIng Public Charter School, among others. Wei is experienced in
designing academically challenging Mandarin curriculum and highly engaged Mandarin
lessons across proficiency and grade levels. He is also an avid culture explorer,

veteran conference presenter, plant lover, and cat lover.
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Engaging Students in Digital Escape Rooms

Wenjing Huang

Abstract: Gamification has become a more and more popular element in language learning
for Gen Z students. Escape rooms are one of them that
require students to solve problems to advance toward escaping a locked room. Students

decipher clues, solve puzzles, and accomplish tasks within a limited amount of time



while using the target language. This session will discuss creating digital escape
rooms by integrating technology tools such as Google Form and Genially. The outcomes
are for participants to implement the digital educational escape rooms concept in
language learning, design digital educational escape rooms that offer motivating and
engaging learning experience, and evaluate learning objectives through students’
feedback.

Presenter Bio: Wenjing Huang has been teaching Mandarin to middle and high school
students in both public and private schools in different states. She is a member of
CLTA and presented in national and regional conferences such as ACTFL, NCLC, NECTFL

and CLTA conferences and enjoys using technology to engage students in language learning
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From Fangie V] to Pinyin ##%: History of the Romanization of the Chinese

Phonetic System
Jing Hu ##

WX E: Pinyin has had a transformative effect on Chinese language teaching and
learning and on Chinese society overall. According to Zhou Youguang J&H ¢,

“the Father of Pinyin” , Pinyin is “a bridge to speech between Chinese people, a
bridge between China and the rest of the world, a bridge between cultures.” It has
also enabled China to transition to the digital age: people use Pinyin to easily type
Chinese characters on smart phones and computers, which makes communication between
people convenient and fast. But it took Chinese a long time to get to this point.
This presentation aims to explore the long History of the Romanization of the Chinese
Phonetic System, from Fangie, a method of phonetic notation for Chinese characters, in
as early as the Six Dynasties Era (220-581), to the “Wade-Giles” romanization system,
to the Mandarin Phonetic Alphabet/ Symbols {F&FHE/AFS , to Pinyin. It emphasizes
how Pinyin was developed by a committee headed by Zhou Youguang from 1955-1958 and how
it was promulgated by Chinese government. The presentation further shares the
comparative study between Wade—Giles romanization system and Pinyin and discusses each

system’ s advantages and disadvantages and its critics
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Teaching and Promoting Chinese Program in a High—Needs School District

Hua Lin, Qin Wu-Bruni, Meichan Luo

Abstract: This panel presentation shares the teaching practice and growth of the Chinese
program in a high—needs school district. Facing the challenges of decreased enrollment
and learning interests, theChinese teacher took an innovative approach by adopting the
Comprehensible Input teaching strategy in 2019. Subsequently, the teacher mentored two
student teachers on the Comprehensible Input strategy in 2019-2020 and the integration
of academic knowledge into language teaching in 2022-2023, which has effectively

improved students’ proficiency levels and challenged students cognitively and



intellectually. As a result, enrollment was increased even during the pandemic and

Chinese was expanded into middle schools.

In the meantime, she has been promoting the program through a series of cultural events

This year, she launched a district-wide annual Lunar New Year event to further promote
the Chinese program. This event attracted more than 200 community members and has so
far successfully increased the number of enrollments in the Chinese program for the

next school year.

In each of the twenty—five-minute presentations, Ms.Lin will share how she planned and
organized the district-wide Lunar New Year event. Ms. Wu will share how her classes
are designed using the acquisition—driven method in her current school. Ms. Luo will
share how she integrated academic knowledge using a new curriculum to meet the new NYS

world language standards.

Presenter Bio: Hua Lin(Chinese Teacher, Albany High School),
Qin Wu-Bruni (Chinese Teacher, Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake Central School District),

Meichan Luo(Intern Teacher, Clarkson University)

Liu, Jian XIJ{&

The U.S. Nationally Recognized Assessments Options for Chinese Language

Learners
Jian Liu (ifg)

Abstract: Most educators are not trained as assessment item writers for standardized
tests. Using a high—quality and appropriate assessment is an effective way to measure
students’ learning and their language proficiency levels. However, many world language
educators may not know what assessment options are for Chinese language learners in
the United States. In this session, participants will have a general overview of the
nationally recognized assessment programs for Chinese language learners. Also, the

presenter will share information from the test frameworks for each assessment program.

Presenter Bio: Jian Liu (XIf#) is the Adjunct Assistant Professor at the New York
University School of Professional Studies. He was also the Associate in Bilingual
Education in the Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages at the New York
State Education Department, leading different projects that support all stakeholders



in the English Language Learners community. Before that, Jian was an Assessment Manager
in the Office of Assessment at the NYC Department of Education and led different
projects that relate to the assessments for NYC public schools. At an earlier stage of
his professional career, Jian was a high school bilingual math teacher in Brooklyn.
Jian earned his B.A. from City College of New York in Mathematics, an M. A. from NYU-
Steinhardt in Teacher of Mathematics 7-12 and was a Math for America 2011 Fellow. In
2015, Jian earned his M.S. Ed in Bilingual Childhood Education from City College. Most
recently, Jian received his M. S. Ed in Educational Leadership and Administration from
The College of Saint Rose in 2019.
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Co—creating Learning Materials in a Media Chinese Class Yuan—Yuan Meng

Meng, yuanyuan

Abstract: Chinese learners who continue to take University Chinese classes beyond the
third-year level are often driven by a desire to better understand today’ s China,
including its politics, economic situation, relations with the world, prevailing
cultural norms and values, among other things. The wide array of interests and needs
of these learners, however, cannot be sufficiently met by published language textbooks,
which typically only offer a limited range of topics in one volume. Very often, the
content of these textbooks also tends to be outdated, especially if it is related to
the news or policies of a bygone era. Or, if the textbook features literary works,
learners may find the language of those works lack practical relevance to their life
or work.

In this paper, I argue that for advanced Chinese classes, especially those that
focus on the reading and discussion of current events, ready—made language textbooks

do not provide an adequate or ideal source of linguistic input. Instead, I advocate an



approach to materials preparation, where both the teacher and the learner have a voice
in determining what materials are to be used and their decisions are made and negotiated
on the basis of the learner’ s proficiency level and the intended learning outcomes
set for the class. Using Media Chinese courses as an example, this paper describes
what is involved in the implementation of such an approach. The paper shows how learners
are guided in a step—-by—step manner to select the materials that not only suit their
individual needs but also fit into the bigger picture of the class’ s overall goals

It also demonstrates how the co—created materials are used to improve their listening,
speaking, reading, writing, sentence—parsing, and critical thinking skills. The paper

concludes with a summary of the advantages and disadvantages of this approach.

Presenter Bio: Yuan—Yuan Meng is a senior lecturer in Chinese at Columbia University’ s
Chinese Language Program. She is also a certified tester of the Chinese Oral Proficiency
Interview with the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Her
research interests include formulaic language, second language reading, second language
writing, second language vocabulary development, and stylistic features of Chinese

journalistic language.

Ou, Mali BFXFE R

Engaging students with projects on AAPI
Ou Mali (BRFIRN)

Abstract: The AAPI (Asian American and Pacific Islander) community has a long and
complex history in the US, from the first wave of Chinese and Japanese immigrants in
the mid-1800s to the current fastest—growing ethnic groups. The Covid—19 pandemic has
led to a surge in racism and violence against Asian Americans, causing many to
experience fear and trauma. In response to the recent hate crimes, AAPI organizations
advocate, educate, and build a community to promote solidarity and address these issues.
In addition, more states are looking to add the K-12 curriculum to highlight their

contributions to America.

As a Chinese language teacher, I have engaged students in projects that aim to deepen
their appreciation and understanding of AAPI cultures, histories, and contributions,
while improving their Chinese language skills. In this presentation, I will show how

my students at different proficiency levels worked individually or in teams to examine



the case of Benjamin Edelman vs. Sichuan Garden. This incident, where Edelman’ s actions
against a Chinese American restaurant owner over a $4 overcharge sparked conversations
about the intersection of race, power, and privilege, emphasizes the need to address
discrimination against AAPIs. Completing the project allowed Chinese learners to
understand the importance of supporting small businesses that play a vital role in
immigrant communities, and developed a cross—cultural understanding, and critical
thinking skills.

Presenter Bio: Ms. Mali Ou is a New Jersey—certified teacher teaching at Watchung Hills
Regional High School since 2003. She has developed the curriculum for the 4-year
Chinese language program at Watchung Hills including AP Chinese and taken charge of
the annual Chinese Honor Society of the World Languages Department. Besides teaching,
she is also involved in teachers’ training and community services. She has been
President of ATTMS (The Association of Taiwanese Teachers in Mainstream Schools in NY)
since 2012 and a Board Member of NJCCSF (New Jersey Chinese Cultural Studies Foundation)
since 2009.
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Sun, Chuanmei 7)1 H§

Developing Engaging Assignments

FNIIH

B E: As part of the learning process, assignments help learners to focus on the
essential learning. Well-designed assignments prompt students to think more deeply
about what they’ re learning and provide a foundation for more robust learning that
can affect the broader class experience. This presentation provides examples of
assignments created in order to develop learner’ s language skills and intercultural

learning experience.
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Tang, Jianing FENT

Methods of Forming Intercultural Competence in Foreign Language Education

JEIT

WXIHE: Through my observation and teaching experience, I found the interaction and
interdependence of language and culture is one of the most relevant issues in language
education. Some overseas Chinese students found themselves having a hard time adapting
themselves not only socially but academically even though they had a good score on
TOEFL exam. Students should not only learn the new words and expressions but also in
need of intercultural competence to comprehend the listening and reading materials. I
guess it is the same with Chinese language teaching. Our experience and thought back
in China, at my university, is that we encourage students to participate the contests
like Intercultural Competence Contest in Shanghai, FLTRP » ETIC Cup” English Public
Speaking Contest in Beijing and Jessup International Rounds, etc. In this way, students
use their language ability to compose a speech or to act in a drama or facilitate their
case study and problem solving and demonstrate their abilities of using the languages
and culture. We give them lessons during the summer session including language skills
and most of all instill some intercultural competence knowledge, theories and methods,
design workshop like mimic impromptu speech exercise and so on. We have accumulated
hands—on teaching strategies and curriculum by giving their aid of language learning

through cultural study and have accomplished many achievements and rewards.
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Chinese Language Teachers becoming Public Advocates and Educational Leaders

Robin Harvey, Lixing Tang, Min Han, Yuezhou Jin, Lynn Lin

WXIHE: This panel presentation focuses on the need and importance for Chinese
language

teachers to grow professionally and become advocates and educational leaders in the
field. In order to further improve and expand Chinese language programs in schools, we
not only need a contingent of devoted and competent Chinese language teachers but also
a team of strong educational leaders who will be involved in decision and policy making
process and program development in both departments and schools, and furthermore in a
larger arena of school districts and local communities. This panel consists of young
Chinese language teachers who have already taken a first step to change and to advance
their careers towards that goal.

Specifically, they will discuss the following topics: (1) sharpening teaching skills
and becoming knowledgeable about current practices and trends, (2) enhancing
intercultural communicative skills and building strong relationships, (3) becoming
involved in school initiatives, (4) developing leadership skills, such as communication,
problem—solving and decision making, and (5) last but not least, becoming an advocate

of learning Chinese language and culture in American schools.
RE NN

Robin Harvey (ffJZi#s)New York University Lixing Tang (fF/14T) New York University
Min Han (#ff) Edward Murrow High School, NYC Public Schools

Yuezhou Jin (& El1#})New Utretch High School, NYC Public Schools

Lynn Lin (#&¥#k) Friends Seminary, New York
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Addressing Common Grammatical Issues in Advanced—-level Textbook Writing
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Let the Social Justice Issues be “Seen” in the Chinese Classroom

Ruomu Wang

Abstract: As educators, we have a responsibility to not only teach target languages
but also to create a classroom/learning environment that promotes equity and inclusion.
This session aims to provide teachers with the strategies and techniques needed to
infuse social justice issues, such as gender, race and ethnic, and environmental equity,
into their Chinese language instruction at the beginning level. Participants will
develop strategies for seamlessly incorporating the concepts of inclusion and diversity
into lesson planning and daily teaching practices, including instructional materials,
lead—in activities, class routines, stories, and projects. Participants will also learn
how to design activities and utilize scaffolding techniques to facilitate students
with limited language exposure to explore social justice issues in Chinese-speaking
countries and the U.S., to present and share their thoughts in the target language. In
addition to content presentation, this session will create opportunities for attendees
to share their teaching practices, and discuss the feasibility of applying the
strategies to their daily instruction, eventually gaining insights into developing

curricula about social justice throughout all levels.

Presenter’ s Bio: Ruomu Wang earned his Master’ s degree in Teaching Languages Other Than
English and English as a Second Language at Hofstra University. After graduation, he
has been working in different schools and programs to teach Chinese Mandarin to students

from elementary school students to adults.
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The practice of Cultural comparison teaching in Chinese language class

=]
R HH

Abstract: Language is the carrier of culture and history, in my teaching of Chinese in
north America, I combined cultural with language teaching. This approach to teaching
Chinese language through cultural comparison is commendable and can help students to better
understand the language and culture. By making these comparisons, students can see how the
Chinese culture is unique and in what aspect is similar to American culture. It also helps
to broaden their cultural knowledge and awareness, which can foster cross—cultural
understanding and communication. 1. comparing the holidays such as Memorial Day and the
Dragon Boat Festival, or Valentine’ s Day and Double Seven Lovers’ Day, can help students
understand the cultural significance of these holidays in both cultures. This type of
comparison can also help students to understand how holidays are celebrated and the cultural
practices associated with them. 2.Comparing historical figures such as Confucius and
Socrates or the Emperor Qianlong of Qing dynasty and George Washington can also provide
students with a deeper understanding of the historical and cultural context of the language.
This type of comparison can help students to understand the cultural and historical
influences that have shaped the language. 3. Comparing geography, such as the size, mountains,
and weather patterns of the countries, can help students to understand the language in
context. For example, by learning about the location, season, temperature, and travel time
of different regions in China, students can gain a deeper understanding of the language

and how it is used in different parts of the country.

In conclusion, incorporating cultural comparison in Chinese language teaching can be an
effective and engaging way to help students to better understand and appreciate the language

and culture

Presenter’ s bio: Jing Wu(R{H), Professor of Wuhan institute of technology. Visiting
professor at Alfred University. Taught Chinese as second language at St Joe’ s Collegiate
of institute, NY , NorthStar Christian Academy , NY. Publishing: Second chief editor: A
Reading Course Text Book For Technic College Students(bookl, &2) [M] ,Foreign Language
Teaching & Research Press., 2008-01; A survey and an analysis on Reading strategy [J],
Journal of Changchun Education Institute, 2014-05.; On Semiotics Function in Translation
[J], Journal of Wuhan Technic College, 2004-04



Wu, Mengyun R &2

DUE DB P HIESRE BRI

R o

WIXHE: 5% HIE (Situation-Bound Utterance) J& i o M4k TUHIIE &G, HHI
S5 a0, EET MBS HE N fERREE I HE BEEE . AT
MIF SR R AR SGE SBU B, B CORJBDUE « RAIINEY 101, FRBES N EKSE, H
PGS TEEM A%, R SBU 7E BB ML 2 I AT, Ft—PHEH SBU fEZM+
2 PR BRZE P R . a3, SBU FEINEHMh BA M 2 BT, 7
SN L, ARG A LAAAETERRE “SBU” , FEBEEARYR FFONIE MR A LA EE TR SBU A
AT 23 RG-S INVERE ; 25 2] b ISR 4R ) B R BG4, FREH R 25 DIRe R L)
SBU Wit kEHEMING  BEdsr,; it m “HEREAIERLIR” « EEMAAENGE B, #0
RN “TEH7 L CULIEE T A CHLAR” = ANEEERNAS SBU MI{EAIIEER; CITHRME. W R . A
W7 . TS THREMAEN SBU #fEE A, [FINE BRI S FH A g EIEThAE E CRIASE
TR, =B SR R BE S PONREE /B EE ORI B R SO, R B DGR R
HE X SBU F7- 1 SR B S

RENES: RS, BRI DOE EbRE0E Tl L AR S, B OB S BSCARE
2, B SO TE A A S

Xiu, Zhuhan 824

BiRFARBIA “BE” AIEE

(v

WIXCHE: WARRRY, fREE “B (tseb5) 7 KRBT HAtLyil, WEBEIS. s
HRIE FCIUEDL . AHIIRR . B SR 2, ISR AT NRERE R . R EERAE
SR, NEIN SRAGIGE BRI DIRE, A EET Mo BIA AR AR, AR ERELEDE <R
REACRRBIIA] “WE (ts e 55) 7, MATIREE RIRIE, JF HBCREENAL . BEETE R, 5 IR 1A
B[ € oy B /1 BOBORISS, e RN FITRAEE RN AERELAES.

B AORBIE ‘M7 IRGERNAE R BRER; (02

RENF: BES, HFERSRETCRAERM L. BT 2017 2 2019 8, ZEFMI/LT#b
TAE, BREBAEDOELINIRS, EIIRIRGE S OMUR “IRFHPOEHIN” Fr5. BHFErm: X



Wb . MIREE CHMUE MG SHOEE (RURE T RS BT ) o Bk
BRI 5 13 RILRUUEHA 2L SRR

Xu, Peisong ¥Fififa

Redesigning the Intermediate Chinese Course Curriculum for Asynchronous

Learning

Peisong Xu

WXHE:This presentation reports on a redesign of the curriculum for an intermediate
heritage Chinese course using the backward design approach during the post—pandemic period.
It discusses how to build stronger alignment between asynchronous course design and
synchronous classroom instruction, as well as how to adapt differentiated instruction to
effectively meet the needs of heritage students and sustain their motivation and interests

A variety of learning activities and collaborative projects for asynchronous days
constructed using a genre—based approach and incorporating three modes of communication,
will be demonstrated. These examples illustrate the use of genre as a concept to select
relevant materials for learning tasks, scaffold language application and asynchronous
instruction, and leverage learners’ background knowledge to support language and
intercultural development. The assessment methods and challenges in classroom practice

will also be discussed.

REANFEA: Peisong Xu (F¥Hifs) is a senior lector in Chinese at Yale University. She is

currently teaching the intermediate and advanced heritage Chinese courses at Yale.
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Yang, Jenny #7048

21st Century skills in the college language curriculum: challenges and
strategies
Jenny Yang #7048

Abstract: In line with the shift toward content—based and project-based instruction in the
language classroom, and as a response to the increase in students minoring in Chinese with
a major in a different discipline, instructors are increasingly incorporating 21st Century
skills into their language classrooms. This presentation addresses the challenges and
offers strategies for successfully building 21st Century skills into the post-secondary
CFL curriculum, with examples from advanced Chinese language courses.

Two common challenges of incorporating 21st Century skills into the college language

curriculum are: 1) how do we fit the teaching of these skills into an already tight schedule,



and 2) how do we include these skills in summative assessments? This talk shares two
strategies that have proved effective in our efforts to incorporate 21st Century skills
front and center into our curriculum: include them as course learning goals (rather than
an afterthought), and purposeful scaffolding (in—class activities designed to teach these
skills).

To illustrate, examples will be drawn from pathway projects and projects with real-life
applications implemented in our advanced Chinese language curriculum to develop the 21st

Century skills of collaboration, creativity and critical thinking, among others

Presenter’ s Bio: Dr. Jenny Yang is Associate Teaching Professor and Language Program
Coordinator in the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures at Rutgers, the State
University of New Jersey. She is also the Chair of the Curriculum and Pedagogy Board at
the Language Engagement Project. She is passionate about innovative approaches in the
language classroom, initiatives to promote language education in K-16 in the U.S., and

strategies to advance student success in higher education and beyond
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A Contrastive Analysis of Nan/Yi(difficult/easy)Type of Middle Constructions
in Chinese and English and a Study of Errors in Acquisition of Chinese as 2nd
Language
Zhao Chengxin

Abstract: The Middle Construction is a special language phenomenon that transcends the
general language characteristics. At present, the Chinese academic circles have had lots
of research on the “qilai” (f3) type of middle constructions, but there is a lack of
in—depth research on other types of middle constructions, such as
Nan/Yi(difficult/easy)type. This paper compares and contrasts the similarities and
differences in the structure of Chinese and English Nan/Yi(difficult/easy)type of middle
constructions from the syntactic and semantic levels. It focuses on the manifestations of
agent—implying, modifiers and semantic direction in both languages. With the help of the
actual interlanguage corpus of English native speakers, the errors of the “Nan/Yi” type
made by English native speakers, and the causes are analyzed. The purpose of the paper is

to provide proof and information for the study of Chinese—English middle constructions

Presenter’ s bio: Zhao Chengxin is the Chinese Dean of Confucius Classroom of New Energy
Education Center, New York. He is a professor of linguistics at Henan University, China.
His field of study includes contrastive analysis between English, Chinese and teaching

Chinese as a 2nd language

Zhong, Leyi 8 R &

Creating a Real Chinese—language Context and Practice Space, Cultivating

Students’ Language Ability
Zhong Leyi #PiRE

WXHHE: Chinese language teachers face a challenge when teaching Chinese as a second
language in other countries in view of the lack of a Chinese—language environment, which
prevents them from consolidating and applying what they have learned in real life.
Repetitive input will just make the Chinese lesson lose its vitality. As Benjamin Franklin
said: Tell me, and I’ 11 forget; teach me, and 1’ 11 remember; involve me, and I’ 11 learn.

The more the students are involved, the more they will learn and remember. This is why, I



work to create a real Chinese—language context and practice space both inside and outside

classroom.

Chinese class activity: language skills and cultural awareness

I. In the classroom

1) Close to end of each semester, Chinese—I students are required to ask and reply questions
in Chinese with a partner, helped by an English outline on the whiteboard of what they
learned that semester. I video each pair, since this also counts as the semester’ s oral
test.

2) My Chinese-II and Chinese—III students are required to do role play — one as a waitress,
the other three as friends eating in a Chinese restaurant. These performances look great
on video, showing varied vocabulary and the correct use of the Chinese “measuring words”
IT. Outside the classroom

1) My Chinese-I students are asked to make a Pinyin video introducing the initials and
vowels, showing admirable passion, talents and creativity. 2) At the end of the semester,
my Chinese-1 students are asked to make a video in which they introduce themselves and
their family in Chinese. This practice helps to create a link between the community and
our Chinese class: family members engage in the activity, and enjoy learning a few Chinese
sentences.

ITI. Cultural awareness. The lesson about China’ s Mid-autumn Day gave the students an
understanding of the Chinese people’ s reverence for the moon. My students can recite the
Chinese poem Jing ye si by Li Bai and sing the famous Chinese song “The Moon Represents
My Heart” , with musical accompaniment by other students. The video shows them reciting
the poem with great feeling, and with a real understanding of the rhyme and cadences of
the Chinese poem. In the Moon Song video, the students exhibit their musical talents,
showing their understanding of the hidden meaning in the Chinese moon song.

This kind of language practice allows the students to not only acquire the necessary
linguistic abilities, but also to find great joy in achieving them. It also allows students

at different levels to cooperate with more advanced students and learn through peer power.
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Designing a Comprehensive Chinese Calligraphy Course
Kang Zhou

WX E: The presentation discusses the design and implementation of a comprehensive
Chinese calligraphy course offered at the college level, covering three main areas:
introducing projects to aid understanding of Chinese arts and culture, emphasizing a
learning platform for student engagement and reflection, and exploring ways to establish
a positive relationship between language and art classes. The course aims to provide an
in—depth understanding of Chinese calligraphy and cultural significance while broadening

students’ knowledge of Chinese art, culture, and worldview.
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