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Paper Abstract： 

The inquiry learning model (ILM) presented here is based on the theory of Richard Schuman and has 
been improved and extended in the academic setting and practice of teaching. The core of this approach 
is for students to explore a range of problems under the guidance of teachers and learn more skills and 
rational strategies for problem-solving in the exploration of the unknown to transform students from 
passive to active learning with cooperative self-help. 

In the inquiry lesson, under a fully Chinese language environment, the students will try to discover an 
unknown and predetermined destination city they will travel to and build a comprehensive background 
for it through searching the data indexes. In the study process, step-by-step, the teacher will provide the 
students chat information with "WeChat", elements to prepare, and other relevant documents and 
pictures. By using their geographical, cultural knowledge, and Chinese language skills, the students will 
make reasonable assumptions in responses to the targeted questions. As the students encounter each 
artifact, they will need to use critical thinking skills to make reasonable guesses about their destination, 
and eventually lock up on the target city of Xi'an, China. 
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