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Introduction

Student -centered learning and performance-based teaching are two approaches based on the principles of Standards of Foreign Language Teaching. Actually focusing on the learner in our Chinese language classroom is a challenge. Digital Chinese Storytelling is an innovative, effective and fun way to meet this challenge. This is a real world meaningful task that can engage student active learning at each student’s own pace.  In the presentation, the presenter will 1) present samples of students’ powerful, emotional, moving, engaging and uplifting Digital Chinese Storytelling; 2) explore the process of making digital Chinese stories step by step; 3) discuss the strength and limitation of Digital Chinese Storytelling.

以学生为中心及以表达为主导是我们中文教学中的两大目标。但是真正在课堂上做到这两点对我们老师来说还是一个挑战。影像中文故事是一个新型的有效的也很有趣的方法来对付这个挑战，这个跟真实世界相关的学习项目能发挥每个学生学习的主动性和积极性， 能使学生学中文学得更有兴趣。在这里我想和大家1）分享我学生做的非常感人的影像中文故事；2）探讨做影像中文故事的步骤；3）讨论它的优点和缺点.

1) Sample Student Digital Chinese Storytelling
a. Two students from my Chinese 1 class. These students had studied Chinese about 4 months before doing their project (“Diva 爱游泳”; “我的床垫”).
b. Four students from my Chinese 3 classes. These are 3rd year Chinese students (周大卫的故事, 刘富文的故事, 我的爸爸的移民故事, 我妈妈的故事).
2) Process of Making Digital Stories
a. Introducing Digital storytelling (online resources, literature, teacher makes his/her own digital Chinese story and shows it to students).
b. Students think about a topic. Students write an initial script of 250-300 characters (first rough draft).

c. Story circle--students share stories and rewrite and send teacher the second draft.

d. Teacher corrects the second draft. Teacher sends it back to student with pinyin on top of characters (which helps students to pronounce those words correctly).

e. Students create movie with photos, video clips, text.
f. Record audio narration. Students practice reading their stories (20 times for some students).

g. Sequence images.  Add music. Add transitions. Add subtitles. Add credits.
h. Presentation (invites parents and school to see).
3) Strength and Limitation of Digital Chinese Storytelling

Strength

a. This is a student/learner-centered learning.

b. Engage students’ active learning with their own interests at their own pace.

c. Develop students’ creativity.
d. Interesting, fun, and meaningful.
Limitation

a. Students put so much time/effort into video technology that the language component can slip away.  
b. Students who use some vocabulary that is new but not fully learned, can make pronunciation errors.
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What we do this week?


1) Study Digital Storytelling.

2) Making Digital Chinese Story.
Monday:


1) Study Digital Storytelling.

2) Research a topic.

3) Writing initial script 250-300 Chinese characters.

Tuesday: 
1) Story circle, sharing stories.


2) Create a storyboard. 
3) Rewrite, the second draft.

4) Teacher corrects the second draft and sends it back to student with Pin Yin.    

Wednesday: 
1) Students practice the reading of the text.

2) Record audio narration.

2) Sequence images.

Thursday:


1) Add music.


2) Add transitions.


3) Add Subtitles.


4) Add credits.

3) Finish your final product.

Friday:

1) Presentation: Students’ digital stories.

2) Invite your parents to come to enjoy your work.

